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Study: European Supermarkets Are Driving Destruction of the Amazon

Alex Armstrong <alex@mightyearth.org>
Fri 7/17/2020 12:05 PM

To: Press <press@mightyearth.org>

(^VXX) MIGHTY EARTH

Study Shows Ahold Delhaize, Casino, Metro and Other European 

Supermarkets Are Driving Destruction of the Amazon

A new peer-reviewed analysis published in Science magazine shows that one-fifth of 

Brazil's soy exports to the EU may be linked to illegal deforestation. Mighty Earth Senior 

Director Alex Armstrong released the following statement in response:

"A new study in Science clearly shows that supermarkets and other food suppliers in 

Europe are fueling the ecological destruction of Latin America, from the Amazon to the 

Cerrado. As much as 22 percent of the soy exported from Brazil to Europe is the result of 

illegal deforestation, with even greater amounts coming from legally cleared land.

"But, tellingly, the bulk of the destruction is coming from a few bad actors. The researchers 

found that only two percent of the farms accounted for a whopping 62 percent of the 

deforestation. That means that European supermarkets have a responsibility to stop 

purchasing from these guilty companies.

"One of these hotspots is the municipality Formosa do Rio Preto, the area with the most 

deforestation risk exporting to Europe according to Trase. Bunge alone is responsible for 

over fifty percent of exports from this area, while France and Germany account for nearly a 

third of the market for this risky soy.

"Ahold Delhaize, Casino, Metro, and others must immediately cancel or renegotiate 

contracts with the companies driving the destruction of the Amazon."

Resources:

Mighty Earth reports

• Cargill: The Worst Company in the World

• The Companies Behind the Burning of the Amazon
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• How the Sausage Gets Made

• The Ultimate Mystery Meat: Exposing the Secrets Behind Burger King and 

Global Meat Production

• Still At It: Cargill and Bunge Caught Destroying the Equivalent of 10.000 Football 

Fieldsforthe Global Meat Trade

• Avoidable Crisis: The European Meat Industry's Environmental Catastrophe 

Additional materials

• Video: Protecting Forests to Prevent Pandemics

• Stop Destroying the Planet & Shop Responsibly

• Grocery Stores Threatening Brazil Boycott Must Go Further to Truly Protect Forests

• Big Meat Companies Are Making the Pandemic Worse

• In 2020. Retailers Must Stop Stocking Environmental Destruction

ALEX ARMSTRONG I Senior Director I mightyearth.org

T+1-203-434-4594

alex@miqhtyearth.org

Follow us: aceboi I Twitte

Mighty Earth is responsible for the content of this message. The information in this email and any attachments is 

confidential and is intended for the addressee only. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message and 

any attachments and advise the sender.

The work of Mighty Earth is supported by Waxman Strategies. Waxman Strategies’work on forest conservation is funded in 

part by the European Federation for Transport and Environment, the Center for International Policy, and AidEnvironment. 

Waxman is required under 22 U.S.C. § 614 to disclose that this material is distributed on behalf of the aforementioned 

organization, working under grant from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. Additional information is on 

file with the Department of Justice, Washington, D. C.
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